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– 2022 Impact – 

Total Services Provided

Maternal 
Health & 
Reproductive 
Services

Specialty 
Services

Population 
Health

Transport & 
Outreach

COVID-19

94,224 
ANC

45,093 
Outpatient 
Adult

45,093 TomTom Vehicle Support Services

29,931 
CHW Home 
Visits

364
COVID-19
Patients

95
SRH Services to  
COVID-19 Patients

43 
Cleft Lip/
Palate 
Surgeries

94 
Obstetric 
Fistula Repair 
Surgeries

1,997 
Blood
Transfusions

22,456 
PNC

20,113
Outpatient 
Pediatric

17,361
CHW 
Community 
Referrals to 
Facility

2,846 
Mental 
Health 
Care

9,132 
Obstetric 
Fistula 
Screening & 
Counseling

125,662
Lab Services

10,051 
Normal 
Deliveries

7,059 
Inpatient
Adult

1,960 
Emergency
Obstetric
Referrals

805
Dental 
Health 
Care

10 VIA Cervical Cancer Screenigs

3,141 
Newborn
Care

199
Physio- 
therapy
Services

2,042
C-Sections

1,642
Inpatient
Pediatric

17,628
Mothers’ 
Club
Participants

2,074
Vaccinations

3,796
Emergency 
Transport by
Ambulance

2,041
Support to 
GBV Survivors

214
Telemedicine

89,476
Family 
Planning 
Counseling

6,096
Emergency
Services

2,496
Clean 
Birth Kits 
Distributed

121 Surgeries

615 X-rays

616,049
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“Maternal health 
efforts today make 
a brighter future 
for tomorrow. 

Johanna Hansing
Program Manager
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Message from Our Partners

Message from Our Board

Since 2011, Fistula Foundation has supported Hope Hospital’s vital work providing a fistula-free future for 

Bangladeshi women.  Year over year Hope’s program has gotten stronger enabling it to become a leader in 

providing holistic healing for women with childbirth injuries such as fistula. In addition to performing high-quality 

surgical repair, the hospital helps women reintegrate into society by providing targeted counseling and offering 

purposeful economic empowerment initiatives. We are inspired by the dedication of the entire healthcare team 

at Hope who understand the unique needs of women in their region.  We’re proud to support the construction of 

Hope’s new facility dedicated to maternal health and fistula care. It will serve as a lighthouse in a storm, providing 

hope to thousands of women who are suffering from this treatable condition.

Sincerely,

Kate Grant
Chief Executive Officer, 
Fistula Foundation, USA

Sincerely,

Dr. James Howell, M.P.H.
Board of Directors
Assistant Dean Nova Southeastern University 
Florida, USA

To have good maternal health care it must be respectful. Respectful of the patient, respectful of her family, respectful of 

her community and respectful of her culture. When we as human beings receive care that is derived out of respect, we feel 

comfortable, we go back, we open up and ask questions, and we allow that provider to become part of our journey. This is why 

Hope Foundation is so successful year after year; respect is at the core of the services provided. 

Hope’s programs and care model is culturally sensitive, addresses community nuances and needs, communicates health 

messaging in a manner that is easily understood by its intended audience, and ensures high value in a comfortable setting. When 

we dream up new programs the first step is strategizing the best approach for the patients we hope to serve, which requires 

leaning in to the guidance provided by the local team on how best to conduct outreach, education, and patient messaging. That 

guidance continues into the interactions between clinical staff and the local patients and is infused with best practices we have 

learned from experts all over the world. What we derive is a locally tailored program that is supported by global best practices. 

What our patients experience is understanding, acceptance, openness, expert guidance, access, and a helping hand. 

Thank you for helping us ensure that everyone has access to respectful care. 

8  hopefoundationbd.org



Sincerely,

Kate Grant
Chief Executive Officer, 
Fistula Foundation, USA

Sincerely,

Dr. James Howell, M.P.H.
Board of Directors
Assistant Dean Nova Southeastern University 
Florida, USA
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Dear Friends of Hope Foundation,

In 2022, we experienced a vast expansion in our work and continued building on the success of services that we have been providing 

for 23 years.  Our organization has remained dynamic by identifying opportunities to serve more communities.

Our most anticipated event is the opening of our new health facility, Hope Maternity and Fistula Center, on May 30th, 2023. The 

Center alone will provide 104 more beds for women and babies in need of care.

We are pleased to report on our recent expansion into the Barisal Division in south-central Bangladesh. Our reputation for high 

quality and compassionate care certainly precedes us as we have been warmly welcomed into this area that has a great need for 

essential healthcare. Our team looks forward to bringing quality care and services to this region’s under-served communities as well 

as look to more opportunities where we can meet their unique needs.

Due to the unwavering support of our partners, donors, volunteers, and dedicated staff, I am proud to report that we delivered 

616,049 services in 2022. This work includes; comprehensive maternal and reproductive care, specialty services, population health, 

mental health, telehealth, service to refugees, emergency response, COVID care and the strengthening of the health network through 

facility establishment and maintenance, transportation, outreach, training and an ever-growing referral network. 

Our fistula team was able to help 94 women regain their normal lives by repairing their obstetric fistulas. We are very proud to 

graduate another cohort of 22 midwives in 2022 who joined the field of maternal care to aid the ever improving maternal health 

sector of the country.  

It is our dream that one day any woman or child in underserved areas of Bangladesh who is in need of essential care will have access 

to safe, affordable, and quality healthcare that she and her family can depend on and trust. We are building that dream together.

On a personal note, my vision for a dedicated fistula and maternity hospital was a mere dream a few years ago. I am elated to see 

this project come to fruition. I am humbled and honored by the outpouring of support from organizations, NGO’s and generous 

individuals who made this project a reality. 

I am renewed with encouragement at how many women, children and families’ lives are supported through Hope’s continued 

and expanded work. I am determined and committed to working with the Hope team to serve the most vulnerable people of our 

communities.

I sincerely thank you for your kind support of this incredible work.

Sincerely,

Dr. Iftikher Mahmood
President and Founder

Message from  
Our Founder
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Obstetric Fistula 
Program

Hajera Begum, obstetric fistula survivor, repair surgery 
successfully performed at Hope Hospital in 2022 after 10 
years living in isolation due to her condition

Workshop on eliminating obstetric fistula from 
Bangladesh.

Sewing Classes for obstetric fistula survivors at Hope 
Training Center. Sewing machines supported by UNFPA.

Obstetric fistula is a devastating childbirth injury whereby a 
hole is formed between the birth canal and bladder and/or 
rectum caused by prolonged, obstructed labor leading to fetal 
death and necrosis of tissue in the birth canal. This devastating 
childbirth injury occurs primarily in poverty-stricken women 
who lack access to emergency obstetric care, education on 
maternal health and healthy pregnancies, and a lack decision-
making power. This is compounded by Bangladesh’s high rate 
of child marriage. Many women are not developed physically 
to bear children when they become pregnant, as well as being 
chronically malnourished due to cultural male prioritization 
when it comes to food security. The obstetric fistula causes 
women to experience pain, physical disabilities, and urinary 
and/or fecal incontinence. These issues result in women getting 
ostracized from their families, peers and communities being 
labeled as cursed which in turn leads to depression, anxiety, 
shame, trauma, poor nutrition, and a worsening socioeconomic 
outlook. 

In Bangladesh, there are an estimated 17,457 (The Lancet, 2022) 
women currently suffering from obstetric fistula, with more 
new cases each year. This number is likely higher in reality, as 
obstetric fistula victims suffer and hide in silence. 

Hope intervenes by utilizing a strong grassroots approach 
through a community outreach team (including Hope’s 
nationally renowned surgical team) to work with the 
community to identify those suffering and provide them the 
support, information and care they deserve. Moreover, post-
surgical repair, these women are eligible to participate in skill 
development and employment training, as well as Hope’s social 
reintegration program. Hope ensures its approach is holistic to 
improve every facet of these women’s lives.

Hope Foundation, with the long-standing support of the Fistula 
Foundation, provides obstetric fistula repair surgery free of 
charge, to any woman suffering from this tragic childbirth injury.

94 total surgeries in 2022.
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Patient Perspective:
Obstetric Fistula Repair Success

Hope’s commitment to eradicating obstetric fistula from Bangladesh led the team to start fistula surgery in the 
Barisal division at the Sher-e-Bangla Medical College. The first patient’s name was Sahabanu, a 60 year old woman 
from Patuakhali that lived with obstetric fistula for 25 years. “How much I suffered, I just can not express it in words.  
I always cried”, she revealed to the team. Sahabanu’s surgery was successfully completed on December 14, 2022. 
Sahabanu is beyond grateful and feels she truly got her life back. She expressed her desire to work as a Fistula 
Ambassador with Hope’s team to help other women through surgery to finally get healed. We know she will serve as 
an excellent Fistula Ambassador and lead with compassion, empathy and support to the women who’s shoes she 
once was in. 

Sahabanu after her successful repair surgery.

Dr. Nrinmoy Biswas, OBGYN 
Fistula Surgeon

Senior Consultant OBGYN

“Obstetric fistula is a humans rights issue. 
The work we do at Hope with the fistula 
team is truly life changing. Each woman 

that gets rehabilitated after years of  
living with this devastating childbirth 

injury is worth all the sacrifices and hard-
work every team member puts into this 

program to make it successful.
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Hope Maternity  
and Fistula Center  
Inauguration - May 30th, 2023 

The Maternity and Fistula Center is a 
new Hospital that will open its doors  
for service on May 30th, 2023. The 
Center boasts 104 beds dedicated 
to repairing obstetric fistula and 
providing the highest quality 
maternity care. It aims to prevent 
avoidable maternal and neonatal 
deaths and injuries in the region by 
providing safe, respectful and easily 
accessible Emergency Obstetric and 
Neonatal Care. The Center will provide 
a safe space for our obstetric fistula 
patients who truly deserve a facility 
that understands their needs, provides 
the necessary resources and care, 
and staff that supports them on their 
journey. The ongoing surgical services, 
proper maternal care provided by this 
Center and all Hope facilities, and the 
awareness and education provided 

through Hope staff to communities, it is our belief that in the future we will eradicate this terrible 
childbirth injury from the region. We are so excited to open this facility to serve the women and 
their families in this region. In this unique facility, we will bring patients from other parts of the 
country who need advanced level fistula care due to the complexity of the problem. Fistula repair 
surgery in this facility will be free of cost through the generous support of our donors such as the 
Fistula Foundation. Interested surgeons from around the country will be invited to attend the 
fistula surgery training program at this hospital.
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Dr. Siraj Ul Islam
Board of Directors

“The entire Hope team works with so much passion and dedication towards making this 
Center the best in the region, I feel proud of having such a high quality hospital in my 
native country, Bangladesh. Furthermore, this Maternity and Fistula Center is a true 
representation of Hope’s mission, because when mothers are healthy, then children are 
more likely to thrive. That’s why we provide essential and lifesaving services to mothers.

13



Hope Midwifery Institute

Ali Munju
Board of Directors

“The Hope Midwifery Institute is where Hope trains young women and 
provides them a career that allows them to save the lives of their 
neighbors, sisters, cousins, friends, and every single woman who need 
care during their pregnancy journey and beyond.
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Hope Midwifery  
Institute

Bangladesh faces challenges in combating poor maternal and 
neonatal outcomes in large part due to a shortage of skilled health 
care workers. The majority of Bangladeshi women (72%) live 
in rural areas where access to skilled care is lacking. The lack of 
skilled health care workers translates to needless suffering and 
neonatal and maternal mortalities: namely due to obstructed labor, 
postpartum hemorrhage, infection, and eclampsia. Hope’s goal is 
to prevent these devastating statistics from remaining the reality, 
and to accomplish this, we must train midwives and deploy them to 
rural areas. 

At the Hope Midwifery Institute, Hope trains young women in a 
3-year diploma program who are local to the area, which not only 
means they will stay after their training and dedicate their work to 
saving women in their communities, but it also means that women 
from the community will trust them. In rural areas of Bangladesh, 
most women give birth with an unskilled traditional birth 
attendant. These attendants unfortunately engage in practices 
that are harmful to both the baby and mother. In order to change 
this societal pattern, it was necessary to create a sustainable 
solution that the community would trust. We know in time, 
the more women that become trained midwives to help safely 
deliver will dramatically improve maternal and neonatal health 
in regions that have needed it for so long.

Melissa Gradilla
Director of Grantmaking,  

Every Mother Counts

Masud Hasan 
Board of Directors

“

“

Every Mother Counts has been 
proud to count Hope among our 

grantee partners since 2015 and is 
honored to support their ongoing 

efforts to ensure every woman 
has access to safe, respectful, and 
equitable maternity care. Through 
culturally concordant community 

education, midwifery training, 
and service delivery, as well as 

strong local and government 
partnerships, Hope’s approach 

demonstrates that progress 
in maternal health is possible 

when investments begin at the 
community level and continue 
throughout a person’s health 

journey. We look forward to 
continuing on this path with Hope 

and invite others to join us.

In Bangladesh, the future of 
maternal healthcare relies on 

the midwifery profession. Hope 
midwives are one of Hope 

Foundation’s greatest pride.

15
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Safe Motherhood Program

Access to maternal health is improving in Bangladesh, 
yet, annually, 7,660 women die from preventable causes 
related to pregnancy and childbirth. A major reason for so 
many unnecessary deaths is lack of access to maternal and 
emergency obstetric care. Some barriers to care are; lack 
of financial means, lack of transportation, lack of doctors 
and qualified health care workers, lack of the ability to 
move independently, and a lack of education regarding the 
importance of pregnancy and delivery care. Moreover, many 
women are expected to deliver at home, at the hands of 
traditional birth attendants. The birth attendants that attend 
home deliveries are not qualified health care workers, and 
often engage in dangerous practices.

Hope’s Safe Motherhood Program provides access to 
comprehensive maternal health services including antenatal 
care, safe delivery, postnatal care, nutrition counseling and 
family planning with skilled and knowledgeable health 
professionals, like our certified midwives. 

Supported by Every Mother Counts, USA, this program  aims 
to ensure that all women have access to a safe and healthy 
pregnancy.
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Rural Mothers’ Club

For most women, pregnancy and childbirth are 
extraordinary life events that bring about joy and 
excitement.  However, in many parts of the world, especially 
in rural areas, like Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, pregnancy 
and childbirth are events that can bring about disease, 
injury and even death.  Without adequate and accurate 
information, complications in pregnancy and child delivery 
are more likely to occur.  To educate members of the 
community, raise awareness, dispel myths, and promote 
health, Hope Mothers’ Clubs (MCs) were formed and have 
developed a strong presence in the area.  One of our MCs 
is in action in the above photo, discussing the importance 
of antenatal and postnatal care! These are just two of the 

many topics that our mothers are able to speak freely 
about in the safe and welcoming environment of the MC 
gatherings.

1,101 
total Mothers’ Club 

Meetings in 2022.

“One of the barriers that mothers face 
to access skilled maternal healthcare is 

disinformation, that is why the Mothers’ 
Club Meetings are vital to save lives  

of vulnerable women.

Murad Thakur, DDS, BDS
Board of Directors
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Hope Birth  
Centers

“

“
Hope Foundation exemplifies 
the ways that significant and 

sustainable improvements 
in maternal health rely on 

trusted local actors who 
understand and are able to 

address the full scope of 
needs across health systems. 

Direct Relief is proud to 
support Hope’s essential 

work, from provision of 
medicines and supplies to 

funding for the lifeline Field 
Hospital for the Rohingya, to 
the use of new technologies 

and data to improve the 
efficiency and safety of 

referral services.

In remote rural areas of 
Bangladesh, access to 

maternal care is limited. 
This is why these centers 

are so important. They are 
strategically established where 

they are most needed, saving 
mothers’ lives every day.

Andrew Schroeder 
Vice President of  

Research and Analysis 
Direct Relief

Dr. Rashmi Murthy
Board of Directors

Hope established several Birth Centers in parts of Cox’s Bazar 
where there is a lack of access to maternal health services. 
Hope works in close collaboration with Government facilities 
in the targeted sub-districts to ensure a coordinated and 
comprehensive health care system, with the main interest of 
protecting pregnant women. 

All these Birth Centers are connected to Hope Hospital 
24/7 for emergency obstetric care via Hope transportation 
network. The Birth Centers are fully staffed and led by qualified 
midwives.



19

43 total surgeries in 2022.

Cleft Surgery Program

Every year 150,000 Bangladeshi children are born with cleft lip and palates, but surgery is very expensive and there are 
about 10 trained cleft surgeons in the country. Access to care is nearly impossible. Furthermore, most of these children 
live their lives in shame - unable to eat properly, talk, go to school and taunted by many. Because of this reason, children 
are even  abandoned at birth by their parents. 

A simple surgery can change the life of a child forever. Thanks to a partnership with  
SmileTrain, Hope successfully performed 43 cleft-surgery camps in 2022.
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Humanitarian Work  
Hope Field Hospital for Women 

Supported by UNFPA Bangladesh and Islamic Development Bank

When hundreds of thousands of desperate Rohingya 
refugees began flooding onto the coasts and paddy 
fields of southern Bangladesh in August 2017, it was the 
women and children who suffered the most. The refugee 
population – almost 60 percent of whom were women 
and children – poured across the border from Myanmar 
into Bangladesh, they brought with them accounts of 
the unspeakable violence and brutality that had forced 
them to flee. By the end of August 2022, Bangladesh 
was hosting more than 890,000 Rohingya refugees in the 
Cox’s Bazar District, around half of whom were children 
(UNICEF, 2022). While basic services have been provided, 
the population still face disease outbreaks, malnutrition, 
inadequate educational and recreational opportunities 
and the risks related to neglect, exploitation and violence 
including gender-based violence risks, child marriage and 
child labour.

The Hope Field Hospital for Women located in Camp 4, 
provides comprehensive healthcare services to Rohingya 
refugees around the clock, and includes mobile health 
clinics, emergency transportation, emergency obstetric 
and pediatric health care, and mental health services. 
Moreover, Hope has provided medical services and 
necessary supplies such as first aid kits, medications, 
water purifying packs, and vitamins.

Hope Field Hospital provides the 
following services 24/7:
• Emergency Obstetric Care
• Normal Delivery
• Newborn Care
• Maternity Care
• Antenatal Care
• Emergency Services
• Fistula Screening
• Postnatal Care
• Family Planning Services
• Laboratory Investigation
• ECG
• Ultrasound
• Pharmacy
• Outpatient Care
• Mental Health Care
• Dermatology
• Physical Therapy and Rehab 

Counseling Services
• Cleft Surgery
• Dental Health Care
• Telemedicine Care
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Our Partner: UNFPA

Humanitarian Work  
Reproductive Health Centers

Hope has also established 8 SRH centers across the camps that are available to the Rohingya 
and the host population 24/7.

In 2022, the Hope Field Hospital for Women and SRH Centers made 
the following impact:

25,197  
Antenatal Care Services

3,613  
Total Births

6,682  
Postnatal Care Services

8,814  
Family Planning Services

245,946 services provided including:

47,954 
Outpatient Care

 4,870 
Inpatient Care

1,165 
Mental Health Services

2,708 
Emergency Transportation Services
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Telemedicine Program

Hope Foundation has two InTouch Operating Systems 
(OS) based telehealth devices in two of its hospitals. 
These advanced devices are donated by World Telehealth 
Initiative (WTI) in collaboration with Direct Relief, both 
are humanitarian organizations based in Santa Barbara, 
California.  Hope Foundation hospitals are connected to 
doctors worldwide through these devices and receive 
virtual consultations from highly skilled specialized 
physicians from around the Globe. Many patients at Hope 
hospitals benefit from these cost-free consultations by 
saving expensive trips to big cities where such specialists 
are only available and very expensive. 

Thanks to the expert volunteer physicians who are donating 
their valuable time and expertise!

Telemedicine Roster:
• Obstetrics & Gynecology
• Internal Medicine
• Dermatology 
• Neurology
• Pulmonology 
• Pediatrics

“At Hope we want to make 
maternal health available 

to every woman in need 
of care. With innovative 

programs like Telehealth 
and infrastructures, such 

as the new Hope Maternity 
and Fistula Center we 
are one step closer to 

lowering maternal and 
neonatal mortality rates in 

Bangladesh.

Syed Hasan
Board of Directors
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Mental Health Program

To address the existing shortage of mental health and 
psychosocial support services (MHPSS), Hope Foundation 
introduced in 2019 a Mental Health Program with the 
financial support of Kulczyk Foundation (KF). After 
completion of the collaboration with KF and great success 
of the program, Hope continued these mental health 
activities with their own funds. The program aims to 
provide mental health and psychosocial support along 
with awareness raising among the host community and 
for the Rohingya Refugees.

Because the Rohingya community was victimized by 
genocide and forcibly displaced, as a result of the extreme 
trauma that this community suffered, there are significant 
needs for mental health services to help this community 
process and cope with the severe psychological trauma 
they endured, as well as other mental health problems.

The Hope mental health team has been working in close 
partnership with the community, creating outreach 
activities that provide mental health support and 
treatment at the camp level. Additionally, pregnant 
and postpartum women in both the host and refugee 
community suffer from some unavoidable mental health 
problems, especially postpartum depression.

The Hope mental health team provides ongoing direct 
mental health and psychosocial support services (MHPSS) 
through individual counseling and support groups as well 
as carrying out community mobilization and awareness 
raising activities.
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Hope Emergency 
Response Team

“

“

Hope team responded to the 2022 floods in Sylhet. Medical support is most important 

together with food and basic needs items. Our team provided emergency service 

constantly, by establishing health camps to provide medical care and by distributing 

important basic needs items such as soap, superfoods, water purification pills,  

vitamins and more. Heartfelt thanks to all who supported us.

It’s inspiring seeing this lifesaving team in action. All donors who support the Hope Emergency 

Response Team, know that you are putting your gift towards saving lives and  

providing care during challenging times, alleviating much suffering.

Sylhet Osmani Medical College Alumni Association 
of North America (SOMCAANA)

Dr. Sultan Ahmed  
Board of Directors
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In 2022, Hope attended to 364 patients who were COVID-19 positive. Fortunately, despite the challenging living 
conditions that the refugee populations face, the number of infected patients dropped due to preventive activities, 
vaccination campaigns and awareness activities  held by Hope Foundation and other partners from the health sector.

COVID-19 
Response “It’s undeniable that Hope has a strong 

foundation, despite the pandemic and its 
consequences, Hope was able to keep all 
programs running and accessible. Thank 

you to all the partners and supporters that 
helped us along the way.

Mohammed Akbar Hossain
Board of Directors
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Barisal Division Expansion of Services

The gracious welcoming and start of 
programs for the women of the Barisal 

Division, 2022.

Hope Foundation wants to 
reach out to all women and 
provide the access to healthcare 
they deserve. In 2022 Hope 
expanded its services to the 
Barisal Division, located in 
the south-central region of 
Bangladesh. 

For the past 12 years, the 
Hope team has been providing 
fistula care and has built a 
strong fistula care team in 
Bangladesh through its work in 
the 11 districts of Bangladesh’s 
Chattogram division. Now Hope 
is expanding it’s work to the 
Barisal division starting at the 
Barisal Medical College Hospital 
and Rahat Anwar Hospital. Dr. 
Mahmood (Hope’s Founder) 
recently visited several districts 
within the Barisal division to 
introduce Hope’s obstetric 
fistula work. He was welcomed 
by Civil Surgeon’s offices, 
medical colleges, district 
hospitals, NGOs and social 
organizations to implement 
the obstetric fistula program. 
Furthermore, Hope opened 
two Hope Health Centers 
in the Barguna District and 
started organizing Mothers’ 
Club meetings in the area. We 
could not be more encouraged 
and hopeful to begin serving the 
women and their families in this 
area.  

Patuakhali University of Science and Technology 
Signed partnership agreement between Hope and Patuakhali 
Science and Technology University for joint research, publications, 
internship placement, seminars and academic support. Pictured 
with Dr. Mahmood is the Honorable VC Professor Shawdesh Chandra 
Shamontha and faculty members.
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New Partnerships

Jagannath University Psychology 
Department (Mental Health Program)  
An agreement of collaboration was signed between 
the Department of Psychology, Jagannath University 
and Hope. This joint collaboration’s aim is to invest in 
community mental health care, research and publication.

Food for the Hungry 
Hope is opening new health centers with the support of 
Food for the Hungry. Thanks to the joint collaboration, 
Hope was able to open 2 medical clinics that are currently 
running and fully staffed with doctors, midwives and 
support staff providing 24/7 care. Furthermore, Food for 
the Hungry financially supported Hope’s important efforts 
at the Hope Field Hospital for Women.

Rotary Club of Metropolitan Dhaka  
(Uterine Prolapse Program) 
During the 40th installation ceremony of Rotary Club 
of Metropolitan Dhaka in September 2022, Hope 
Foundation was accepted as a partner officially at the 
event, and Dr. Mahmood was given the honor to speak 
to the audience. At the event a generous check was 
awarded to the uterine prolapse surgery program of 
Hope Foundation. A Global Grant has been submitted to 
support Hope’s surgical activities and develop a program 
to care for women with debilitating condition called 
uterine prolapse. This grant, if approved, will relieve 
many elderly women from tremendous suffering.

“I have had the extreme honor of working with the Hope Foundation for Women and Children 
of Bangladesh since 2020. Although I was amazed by their exceptional work going through 
all their reports, the news, and talking with people who volunteered with Hope, nonetheless, 
this was all eclipsed when I visited their different facilities in the Summer of 2022. The 
levels of their team’s dedication and the scope of services this organization provides in 
exceptionally challenging conditions testify to its uniqueness. 

As the University of Nebraska Medical Center lead faculty coordinating all our 
work with Hope, I have witnessed firsthand their dedication and commitment to 
addressing critical health issues for the local and refugee communities alike.

Wael ElRayes, MBBCh, PhD, MS, FACHE 
Faculty, Department of Health Services Research and Administration  

Co-Director, Center for Global Health and Development (CGHD), 
College of Public Health, Fulbright Scholar Liaison, University of Nebraska Medical Center
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“
University of  Nebraska 
Medical Center Visit
Hope Foundation Founder Dr. Iftikher Mahmood, together with Hope Board Director Dr. Siraj Ul Islam, visited the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) with five delegates from Bangladesh, led by the Honorable Minister 
Zahid Maleque, MP of the Bangladesh Ministry of Health and Family Welfare on December 19th and 20th, 2022. 
The Director General of Health Services of Bangladesh Dr. ABM Khurshid Alam also accompanied the Bangladesh 
delegation. The aim of this important visit was to collaborate and address the health needs of Bangladesh, including 
the establishment of a national cancer program, a national organ transplant program, vaccine research and 
development program, health security and bio-preparedness. An MoU was signed by Honorable Zahid Maleque, MP, 
Minister of Health, and Professor Jeffrey Gold, MD, the Chancellor of UNMC. During the signing ceremony, members 
of both teams were present including Dr. Wael Elrayes, Co-Director of the UNMC College of Public Health’s Center for 
Global Health and Development, and Dr. Jane Meza, Director of Global Engagement.

- Dr. Iftikher Mahmood,  
Founder, Hope Foundation for Women and Children of Bangladesh “

This visit is a landmark step for UNMC and the  
Bangladesh Ministry of Health. This agreement of collaboration will lead to major 

improvements in the areas of cancer care, organ transplant programs, health security 
and vaccine research in Bangladesh. The Hope Foundation team is very happy to 

coordinate this important collaboration.
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“
Student Scholarships
Through the generous support of the Suzanne 
and Ward Chamber’s Fellowship,  I traveled 
to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh to conduct a 
participatory evaluation study in collaboration 
with the Hope Foundation for Women and 
Children of Bangladesh. Along with the Hope 
Foundation’s research team, I conducted semi-
structured interviews and focus groups with 
providers and administrators to assess the 
implementation of the gender-based violence 
(GBV) screening and referral process 
within Hope’s Field Hospital. Additionally, I 
had the opportunity to conduct two gender-
based violence 101 trainings for providers 
and staff in the organization. GBV is a critical 
global health issue, and Hope Foundation is 
committed to addressing it among Rohingya 
women and girls. Our collaborative research 
team presented our evaluation’s preliminary 
findings at the Sexual Violence Research 
Initiative (SVRI) Forum 2022 in Cancun, 
Mexico. During my time in Cox’s Bazar, I also 
had the opportunity to visit with Majhis from 
the Rohingya community, enjoy Bangladeshi 
hospitality and delicious cuisine, and relax on 
the Kolatoli Beach with a cup of tea with the 
team from Hope Foundation. Thank you, Dr. 
Mahmood and the Hope Foundation team, for 
the opportunity to co-design an evaluation that 
was culturally and trauma informed.

Julie Lubisi
PhD Student & Research Assistant 
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Julie Lubisi, PhD student and Research Assistant, UNMC, 
and Vicki Doss, MPH Student at the College of Public 
Health, UNMC, with Hope’s team at the Field Hospital for 
Women.

Julie Lubisi
PhD Student

Vicki Doss
MPH Student
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“Expanding Hope’s care is crucial 
to lower the current maternal 
mortality rates in Bangladesh 
and to improve the wellbeing and 
quality of life for many.

Matthew Malin, MPH 
Advisor, International Programs
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Hope By The Numbers
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Honorable Mention from 
the International Hospital  
Federation Award
The Sultanate of Oman Excellence Award for Health Services During Crisis recognized achievements of 
hospitals and healthcare organizations in developing countries during a time of crisis. On November 10, 2022 
in Dubai, UAE, the International Hospital Federation Awards, named Hope one of the honorable mentions 
specifically recognizing the Hope Field Hospital for Women, located in the Rohingya Camps for its mission and 
accomplishments.

HOPE Foundation  for Women and  Children of  Bangladesh

S u l t a n a t e  o f  O m a n  E x c e l l e n c e  A w a r d  f o r  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  D u r i n g  C r i s i s

HONOURABLE MENTION

presented to

Deborah J. Bowen, FACHE, CAE
IHF President

Dr Lawrence Lai
IHF Awards Committee Chair

for the project

HOPE Field Hospital for Women, a safe haven for women and children
living in the Rohingya refugee camps

at the IHF Awards Ceremony and Gala Dinner,
10 November 2022.

“

“

To establish this Field Hospital for Women was one of Hope’s greatest 
challenges, but we succeed and today it is saving lives everyday.

Thank you to the Sultanate of Oman Excellence Award for Health Service 
During Crisis for the important recognition of Hope Foundation’s lifesaving 

work. We will keep up the important work of Hope Foundation, putting much 
effort into expanding our reach to vulnerable people in need of our services.

Showkat Ali 
Senior Manger

Hope Humanitarian Response

KM Zahiduzzamann 
Bangladesh Country Director
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Leadership

Bangladesh Advisors:
Dr. Anjumanara Islam
Dr. Bimal Kanti Chowdhury
Rtn Mahmudul Hasan

Mohammad Ali Jinnat
Rtn Mohammad Shafiqul Islam

US Office:
Matthew Malin, MPH, Advisor, International Programs

Johanna Hansing, MA, Program Manager

Jessica Love, Communications Specialist

David White, Graphic Design Specialist

Ashley Pugh, MA, Maternal Health Specialist

Bangladesh Office:
K M Zahiduzzaman, Country Director 
Dr. Nrinmoy Biswas, Senior Consultant, OB/GYN

Dr. Ismail Idris, Chief Medical Officer

Showkat Ali,  Senior Manager, Humanitarian Response

Dilip Kumar Sidar, Senior Manager, Human Resources

Technical Advisors:
Dr. Vidya Sharma, MD, MPH, 
Advisor,  Maternal Health Programs

Dr. Bijoy K Das, MBBS, MCPS, MS
Medical Advisor

Dr. Halida Akhter, MD, Dr. Ph 
Advisor, Health and Education

Dr. Wael ElRayes, MBBCh, PhD, MS, FACHE
Advisor, Education and Research

International Brand Ambassadors:
Dr. Mark Clydon, MD, OB/GYN (Maternal Health)  Australia

Stephanie Richard, MPH (Mental Health) Canada

Whitney Abbott, CNM, APRN (Midwifery) USA

Board of Directors:
Ali Munju 
Azam Chowdhury
Dr. Iftikher Mahmood, MD, FAAP
Iqbal Ghani Chowdhury
Dr. James Howell, MD, MPH
MD Ismat Taher 
Mohamed Masud Hasan
Mohammed Saifullah Chowdhury 
Mohammed Akbar Hossain 

Mohammed Ilias Khan 
Dr. Murad Thakur, DDS, BDS 
Dr. Rashmi Murthy, MD
Dr. Rose Joseph, MD
Shameem G. Khan
Dr. Sirajul Islam, MD
Dr. Sultan S. Ahmed, MD
Syed Hasan

International Advisors:
Abhijit Barua, MBA, PhD 
Amin Islam, MBA 
Faridul Alam, PhD
Javed A. Joy, MD

Khaled R. Khuda
Dr. Kristina Deeter, MD, MBA
Lori M. Walton, DPT, PhD 



www.hopefoundationbd.org 
info@hopefoundationbd.org

Thank You to Our Partners
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 

Program for Charity Work (KAAP)

Rashmi Murthy, MD
Board of Directors, 
Hope Foundation


